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Chapter Calendar Update
Please mark your calendars for these important upcoming events.

November/December 2010

Thursday, Nov. 4	 Water Management Certification Training & Test, Marin

	 Municipal Water Distric, 220 Nellen Ave., Corte Madera

	 8:00-11:00 am Training, 1:00-4:00 pm Test

	 http://www.clca.us/water

November 10-13	 Annual State Convention, Disneyland, Anaheim CA
	 http://www.clca.us/convention

	 Join us at the Happiest Place on Earth!

	 Focus on building your business, your relationships and having 		

	 some good ol fashion fun at this year’s convention.

	 Book your Room TODAY in the newly renovated rooms

	 Disneyland Hotel (Reference CLCA 2010 Annual Convention)

	 714-520-5005

Thursday, Nov. 18	 Chapter Board Meeting, Tony & Alba’s, Capitola 6-8 pm

Tuesday, Nov. 30	 Chapter Dinner Meeting, Early Holiday Get Together –cancelled

Thursday, Dec. 9	 Board of Directors Planning Meeting, Cilantro’s, Watsonville 		

	 6-8 pm

2011

January 11	 State Leadership Conference & Installation, Los Angeles

January 12-13	 Landscape Industry Show, Los Angeles Convention Center
	 http://www.clca.us/lis 

Thursday, Feb. 17	 Chapter Dinner Meeting, 5:30 pm, Green Valley Grill, Watsonville

	 Speaker: Jim Huston

Friday, Feb. 18	 Down Economy Computerized Estimating Workshop with 

	 Jim Huston, 8:30 am-4 pm, Green Valley Grill, Watsonville

	 Contact Nikos Lynch for details (831) 479-1629.
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President 
John David, Prime Landscape
3635 N Main St, Soquel, CA 95073
phone (831) 476-5999
jd@primelandscape.com

Treasurer 
Laurie Reily
6749 E Zayante Rd,  Felton, CA 95018
phone (831) 212-8944
twinkis31@aol.com

VP Membership
Mike Ruscoe, Ewing Irrigation
5550 Soquel Ave, Santa Cruz, CA 95062
(831) 464-6777
mruscoe@ewing1.com

VP Communications
Steve McDonald, CLT, McDonald Landscape
141 Holiday Drive, Hollister, CA 95023-6007
phone (831) 636-1430
s_mcdonald@charter.net

VP Education/Scholarship
Nikos Lynch, Terra Bella Landscaping
1500 Graham Hill Rd, Ste C
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
phone (831) 479-1629
nikos_lynch@yahoo.com

VP Public Relations/Secretary
Jerry Allison, Jerry Allison Landscaping
1931 W Beach St, Watsonville, CA 95076
(831) 688-6746
jerry@jaland.com

Associate Member 
Representative
Jeff Henninger, Hunter Industriesphone 
(925) 567-7073
Jeffrey.Henninger@ahunterindustries.com

Beautification Awards
Regan Barry, Coastal Evergreen Co
4615 Scotts Valley Drive
Scotts Valley, CA 95066
(831) 438-4747
rbarry@coastalevergreen.com

Chapter Liaison/Phone Tree 
Chris Elliott CLT, Aqua-Green Landscaping
130 Humbug Lane
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(831) 475-9417 
aquagreen1@aol.com 

Programs
No Chairperson
	 Andrew Tuckman
	 Lynn Jackson
	 Regan Barry
	 Mike Ruscoe

Newsletter & Web Editor 
Ki Bowman, M/O Graphics
519 Seabright Ave., Ste. 105
Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
 (831) 423-5268
ki@cruzio.com 

President
William Schnetz CLP
Schnetz Landscape Inc.
(760) 591-3453
bill@scnetzlandscape.com 

President Elect
Robert Wade CLP, CLIA
Wade Landscape
(949) 413-6839
wll2005@gmail.com

Immediate Past President
Heath Bedal
JPH Group Llc
(916) 457-5925
heath@iphonline.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Eric Watanabe
Majestic Pools & Landscapes Inc
(818) 831-1390
ewooc@aol.com 

Director of Chapter Services
Andrew Simpson
Quillen Enterprises
(916) 721-1635
quillent@aol.com

Director of Communications
Chuck Carr
Carr Landscape Management Inc
(818) 832-1076
ccar@carrlandscape.com

Director of Education
Steve Jacobs CLP, CLT
Nature Designs Landscaping
(760) 945-4321
mail@naturedesigns.net 

Director of Events
Michael Hertzer
Modern Landscaping Inc.
(800) 761-9191
mhertzer@modernlandscapinginc.com

Director of Legislation
Shari Collins
Verdant Landscaping
(805) 552-9457
shari@verdantlandscaping.com

Director of Membership
Javier Lesaca
Lesaca Landscape Company
(661) 836-0229
xabil@aol.com

Director of Resource 
Management
Frank Niccoli
The Village Gardener Inc
(650) 592-9440
frank@thevillagegardenerl.com

2010 CLCA State Board of Directors 

Associate Member Director
Tom Noonan
Ewing Irrigation Products
(916) 652-9530
tnoonan@ewing1.com

Co-Director of Chapter 
Presidents Council (North)
Michael Mitchell
MJM Lighting
(916) 501-5393

Co-Director of Chapter 
Presidents Council (South)
Kevin Fairchild
Illumiscapes TLC
(714) 541-1000
illumiscapes@sbcglobal.net

Executive Director
Sharon McGuire
CLCA Headquarters
1491 River Park Dr, Ste 100
Sacramento, CA 95815
(916) 830-2780 
sharonmcguire@clca.org

Central Coast  Chapter 
Past Presidents

2007-2009 – Kelly Shaeffer
2005-2006 – Nikos Lynch
2003-2004 – Tom Reily
2001-2002 – Pete Gluhaich
1999-2000 – Steve McDonald, CLT-C
1997-1998 – Christopher Elliott, CLT
1995-1996 – Paul Iwanaga
1993-1994 – Jerry Allison
1991-1992 – Patty Dunks
1989-1900 – Brian Bisnett
1988 – John Battaglia
1987 – Irving K. Tamura
1985-1986 – John David, CLT
1984 – James Mendleski
1983 – Roy Pina
1982 – Craig E. Rogers
1980-1981 – Ron Mendleski
1979 – George Depesco
1978 – John Brauns
1976-1977 –  J. Chris McIntyre
1975 – Don Ross
1974 – Ray Sumida
1973 – Henry Yaminishi

2010 CLCA Central Coast  
Board of Directors  

Salvia apiana Leonotis leonurus Sedum rupestre ‘Angelina’

America’s Fastest Growing Green Goods Company.
Toll-Free: (888) 288-1619   Fax: (805) 764-2626

We are the Best Source for 
Plants in California & Nevada
Availability and Access Like Never 

Before at www.BambooPipeline.com

GreenLinksSM Over 7,000 pages of plant 
information and photographs you can use  

to create and customize your plant lists. Email 
directly to your customer, with photos, in minutes.

LandSenseSM More than 400 plants that 
are low-water use, sustainable, attractive and 

available to help landscape professionals design 
and install eco-friendly landscape projects.

Utilize tech tools to  
    improve YoUr BUsiness
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Bamboo Pipeline
Central Coast Chapter – “Seascape”

November - December 2010
Quarter Page Ad – Vertical

3.625 x 4.625 inches
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President’s Message  by John David, CLT, Prime Landscape

Greetings, all. Hope things are good in 
landscaper land. We’ve had some nice rain 
already, and then followed with gorgeous 
Fall days. It’s good to be alive, here on the 
Central Coast.

I recently returned from a couple days 
in Los Angeles for a Chapter Presidents 

Council retreat. It was good. All 17 chapter 
presidents were present, along with most 
of the 2011 president-elects. These young 
and not-so-young leaders were exuding 
enthusiasm, ideas and optimism. We had 
presentations from some state officers 
and several past state presidents. It’s not 
easy running a state, or even a chapter 
organization, but with positive energy and 
some steady direction, we seem to be doing 
a great job for all our varied members. It’s 
being decided that the chapters are able to 
make more use of Associate Members in 
leadership roles. Many chapters have new-
found life and energy with AMs. More later.

Last week we had an outstanding talk 
at our San Juan dinner meeting on smart 
controllers. Christine Hawkins, from Ewing, 
gave us the insights of the best available and 

easiest clocks to consider. We had a fine 
dinner, but we had a very small turnout. 
On the topic of our current QUIET chapter 
participation, we have decided against 
having our holiday get-together. It seems like 
our chapter is going to begin to phase into 
new directions in how we provide events. 
There is talk of luncheons instead of some 
dinners. We might plan, at least for a while, 
on minimizing the number of events as a 
way to enhance the ones we do have. We 
will need some new, energetic people to 
kick-start 2011.

Well, enough beating around the bush. 
Andrew Tuckman, of Vision Recycling 
and Del Conte Landscaping, will be our 
new President. He has been a major help 
to myself and the board with his ideas and 

—cont’d on page 9
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          GROWING GREEN
             IN MORE DIRECTIONS!

• Biodegradable Netted Blends
• Six California Native Sod Blends

Frank Halstead (800) 844-2402
www.deltabluegrass.com

                                                                                         #C-27 752734

There’s a new day dawning on turf nutrition, introducing

              

This organic based fertilizer combines the
effectiveness of Turf Supreme with NutriPeak organic

for affordable, natural turf nutrition.
Feed the plant ~ Feed the Soil.

For more information about NutriPeak and
BEST® turf nutrition solutions visit us at:
www.bestfertilizer.com 800.832.8891

©2010 J. R. Simplot Company. All rights reserved.

This organic based fertilizer combines theThis organic based fertilizer combines theThis organic based fertilizer combines the

Calling All Partners!
The 2011 Partners for Success program is looking new 

members. Membership does have it’s privileges...special 
dinner and event admissions. Go to the Chapter web site 
(www.clca-cc.org) to see more information about the many 
levels of partnership available. 

New this year: an “a la carte” menu of sponsorship items 
that allow you to support the chapter by pre-paying for 
certain Chapter events.

The CLCA Central Coast Chapter supports its members 
and the lanscaping community at large. This is a great way 
to get involved and support the organization.
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Client: Graniterock
Contact: Keith Severson
Publication: CLCA
Date: December 3, 2009 (submitted)

Size: 4.5”(w) x 3.25”(h)
Colors: BW
Design Agency: Jaguar Design Studio
Designer: Cory Kanow, 831.662.9991

888.ROCK.100  •  graniterock.com

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Building & Landscaping Supplies 

Granite Countertops  •  Natural Stone 

Retaining Walls  •  Rock, Sand & Gravel

Pavers  •  Delivery Services

GREEN BUILDING MATERIALS 

LEED accredited professionals on staff

High-Fly Ash Concrete

Pervious Concrete & Permeable Pavers

Regionally Harvested & Manufactured Aggregate, 
Concrete, & Asphalt

Recycled Materials, & Services

Value your home.

It was another beautiful day in Hollister 
at the San Juan Oaks Golf Course for the 
13th annual Liar’s Cup Championship. 
Like everything else this year, the numbers 
were down, but not the fun! Just thirty-six 
golfers showed up on September 16th but 
they all had smiles on their faces as they 
tried, once again, to master the Fred Cou-
ples course. And, once again, we had new 
winners get their names inscribed on the 
Liar’s Cup. The Ewing team of Mike Rusco, 
Reg Bailey, Jeff Calhoun and Bryan Gar-
rison won their first cup championship. 
They came in with a score of 61. Long-time 
attendee, Jerry Allison, just missed the 
winner’s circle for the second year in a row 
and had to settle for second place. Jerry, 
along with Chris Elliot, Manual Pena and 
their hired ringer, Larry Musgrave, came 
in at 9 under par. The Long Drive  Award, 
sponsored by Hunter Industries, was won 
by Larry Musgrave and the Closest to the 
Pin prize, sponsored by Vision Recycling, 
was won by Mitch Arnesen with a shot  
that was five feet, nine inches from the cup 

Frank Halstead congratulates this year’s 
winners, Mike Rusco and Reg Bailey.

Mitch receives his award from Vision 
Recycling via Chris Elliott

Manual Pena, Chris Elliott and Jerry Allison pick 
up their second place prize from Pete Gluhaich.

The reason we golf...

Dinner in the Fred Couples room

on number 16. A big thanks goes out to 
Frank Halstead of Delta Bluegrass for 
leading this group of liars once again. 
And we can’t forget the Central Coast 
on-call MC, Chris Elliott. Most impor-
tantly, a special thanks goes out to our 
sponsors: Granite Rock, Landscape 
Contractors Insurance Services, Ewing 
Irrigation, Hunter Industries, Hollister 
Landscape Supply, Delta Bluegrass, 
and Jet Mulch. I hope to see you all 
next year on the links. 

2010 Central Coast Chapter Golf Tournament
by Steve McDonald, CLT, McDonald Landscaping
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IRRIGATION SUPPLY, INC.
“Great things are created with quality service”

Serving your irrigation needs since 1976

and ALL major manufacturers

Commercial and
Residential

•Drainage Supplies
•Erosion Control
•Pumps
•Sprinkler & Drip

Irrigation
•Landscape Lighting
•Contractor Referrals
•Delivery Available

831 - 394 - 4106
FAX 831-394-2011 • 420 Olympia Avenue, Seaside CA

The meeting was called to order at 
7:00 PM 
Roll Call: 

John David, Jerry Allison, and Laurie 
Reily
Board News:  

Another VERY small turnout for the 
board meeting this month, so again there 
was not much business that could be 
discussed. 

  Jerry Allison presented an article that 
he wrote to accompany the CLCA “Hire 
a Landscape Contractor” ad in the  local 
free magazine Coastal Homes.

  Laurie presented the Treasurer’s 
Report (see breakdown).

 Advertising rates and Partners For 
Success rates will remain the same in 2011, 
with an added al la carte item list to the 
Partners for  Success program. 

We still need to vote on the by-laws, so 
there will be a “small” business meeting at 
our next dinner meeting to address this. 

Board positions for 2011 need to be 
filled. If you will be returning next year or 
if you would like to be part of the board 
please contact John David. 
Upcoming Events: 

Dinner meeting: Tuesday, October 
26 at Jardines de San Juan in San Juan 
Bautista. For directions see:  http://
jardinesrestaurant.com/index.html. 

Thursday, November 4, Board Meeting 
– Tony & Alba’s in Capitola at 6:00 PM

Tuesday, November 30 – working on 
putting together an early Holiday Party.

Thursday, December 2 – Board Meeting 
– Cilantro’s in Watsonville at 6:00 PM

Please be sure to check the chapter 
website at www.clca-

cc.org to download forms, including 
the Awards application and for any new 
events, change in dates or location.  

Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM

Central Coast Chapter Board Meeting Minutes
October 7, 2010 at Cilantros in Watsonville, CA

Have You Remembered to Renew 
Your CLCA Membership?

It’s not too late to renew or join 
CLCA for the first time. Remember, the 
benefits are great. CLCA offers:

Group insurance
Professional development
Certification programs
Contractor and supplier contact 
opportunities
Online marketing of your business
Ongoing education about, and 
advocacy of, landscape industry issues.

Don’t get left out!
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New Plants From the Ol’ Gardener
by Barry Hartsock, www.treesolutions.com

 Let’s talk plants. It is poinsettia season. 
Euphorbia pulcherrima is the complete 
name. It is interesting to see cherr (cheer) 
in the name. So what does that have to 
do with landscapers? Well, first, they do 
make perfect gifts. Giving plants for the 
holiday season would be a wonderful 
idea because it would support another 
segment of our industry. Poinsettias 
also make a very impressive color bed 
in a weather-protected area. That short 
season color bed could add revenue, in 
a typically slow revenue time. But really 
this article is not about that Euphorbia.

This article is about new Euphorbia. 
Euphorbia is a very large family of plants 
with more than 2,000 species. Many new 
introductions are added each year. The 
common name of Euphorbia is spurge. 
The name comes from the old English “to 
purge”, due to the use of the plants sap as 
a purgative. (Don’t try this at home.) The 
botanical is named after a Greek physi-
cian whose name was Euphorbus. The use 
of spurge was used to treat king Juba II 
(not Jaba). The thing to remember is that 
euphorbia does secrete a milky sap that is 
not healthy to ingest. But again, I digress.

There have been so many new intro-
ductions to the Euphorbia family in the 
last few years. Many of you have possibly 
already used “Tasmanian Tiger”. This is 
a green and white striped variety that 
grows fairly fast and becomes a good 
sized plant in one season. It is available 
in a 5 gallon plant in some nurseries. 
“Tasmanian Tiger” is grown for the foli-
age color, as the bloom is not of much 
value. “First Blush has more white on the 
leaves and does have a nice large yellow 
bloom. Another variety that has great 

color is “Ascot Rainbow”.  This variety is 
sage green and gold with the new growth 
tips being pink. Again the bloom is of 
little value. But this is a very stunning 
plant and a great addition to the garden.

With the exception of the beloved 
poinsettia most euphorbia do not have 
nice blooms. But in many cases the 
bloom does have a contrast in color 
with the foliage, making the bloom more 
desirable. “Blackbird” is one of those va-
rieties. “Blackbird” has very dark purple 
leaves that, in the heat, turn almost black. 
It is evergreen, as are most Euphorbias. 
“Blackbird” has small yellow to white 
blooms in the spring. I would suggest 
using three to five “Blackbird” in a design 
in order to get a better effect.  “Blackbird” 
and most Euphorbia per-
form best 
in full sun 
They will 
tolerate shade but 
will become “leg-
gy” in too dense 
of shade.

Leaf color 
is all the rage 
in the new 
i n t r o -

ductions of 
Eu p h o r-
b i a .  I n 
addition 
to the great 
colors previous men-
tioned there are blue 

selections such as “Glacier Blue” which 
has blue foliage with a prominent white 
edge in each leaf.  Also “Shorty” is a 
blue-green foliage plant with the new 
growth being red. “Blue Haze” has very 
blue foliage that gets covered with yellow 
blooms from May thru June. “Blue Haze” 
does have a wonderful bloom.

I would be remiss if I did not mention 
a couple of red varieties. “Bonfire” is a 
nice red that keeps good color all sum-
mer.  “Bonfire” will spread to a nice red 
18” mound of summer color.  I will end 
where I started, with a holiday favorite.  
“Rudolph” has dark green foliage with red 
mini-bracts that does resemble a poin-
settia and it does color for Christmas, in 

July!!!
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September, 2010

Opening Balance:	 $11,509.79

Income:

CLCA points rebate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $1497.30

Membership Night. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      $2,710.00

Total Income:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             $4,207.30

Disbursements:

Board meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            $55.06

Web site. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  $52.80

Newsletter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             $1,147.80

State meetings/seminars. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    $36.00

Golf tournament. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        $3,720.14

Total Disbursements:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      $5,011.80

Closing Balance:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           $11,509.79

Treasurer’s Report
   by Laurie Reily, Treasurer

Mon-Fri 6:30a-5p; Sat 8a-2p; Closed Sun
www.centralhomesupply.com

Advertiser Index
B&B Small Engine Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 (831) 476-6306

Bamboo Pipeline. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      (888) 289-1619

Central Home Supply . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 (831) 423-0763

	 (831) 440-0763

Coyote Valley Nursery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 (408) 779-4748

Delta Bluegrass Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    (800) 844-2402

Ewing Irrigation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       (831) 656-9530

	 (831) 464-6777

	 (408) 848-5515

FX Luminaire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          (800) 688-1269

The Grass Farm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       (408) 779-3148

Graniterock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           (831) 471-3400

	 (831) 768-2500

Greenfield’s Turf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      (831) 674-3058

LCIS Insurance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        (800) 628-8735

Martin’s Irrigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    (831) 394-4106

Perry Laboratory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      (831) 722-7606

West Coast Turf. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        (209) 394-4904
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President’s Message–cont’d

Jeff Calhoun   (888) 711-7124    jeff@fxl.com 

Jeff Henninger (925) 567-7073

fresh perspective. He gets to see many of 
the contractors in his work day, developing 
close relationships. He will do a great job 
continuing the leadership of our small but 
fine chapter.

Other chapter business: Headquarters 
suggests we go to clca.org and advertise 
in the contractor search engine. Only 
125 of 1800 members are using it for 
referrals. We are being told that our 
Facebook page should get more life and 
be an interactive tool for chapter social 
events, photos, and more. We have two 
new members: Zachiah Murray, Los Gatos 
of Landmark Landscape Architecture 
and Saul Covarrubias Landscape, Inc. of 
Salinas. Welcome. My daughters’ volleyball 
playoffs are forcing two BOD meetings to 

change. Nov 4 is moving to Nov. 18, and 
then Dec. 2 planning meeting will stretch 
one week to Thur. Dec. 9. Nikos is telling 
me we will be offering scholarships next 
year, so he will soon be initiating contact 
with Cabrillo College. Make sure and log 
on to your calendar the dinner meeting in 
February with Jim Huston, the nationally 
known estimating guru, and following day-
long seminar to enhance your estimating 
procedures. You will be probably soon be 
seeing a lot of promotionals regarding our 
Landscape Industry Show being held at the 
LA Convention Center in January. If you’ve 
never attended, it’s a must. It’s quite big, with 
usually a great array of timely seminars. The 
need to keep up on current products, helpful 
business concepts, and supplier contacts is 

as important now as any times we’ve known. 
Hope to see you there.

Somehow, my company has gotten busy 
and we needed to add some people to our 
very small remaining crew. Hope it lasts 
awhile. I also hope you all enjoy a flourish 
or two before real Winter sets in. I know 
we all need a little luck, and maybe a lot 
of persistence, and we’ll ride out this roller 
coaster. Good luck to you all.

–  John



The CLCA Central Coast Newsletter
is published 10 times a year.
Copy and advertising deadlines are 
the 10th of the month preceding 
publication.
Printed inquiries may be mailed to: 

M/O Graphics 
519 Seabright Ave., Ste. 105
Santa Cruz, CA 95062
(831) 423-5268

Questions and submissions are 
welcome at ki@cruzio.com.

CLCA Mission Statement
The California Landscape 
Contractors Association serves the 
interests of its members, promotes 
professionalism, and advances 
public awareness of the landscape 
industry.

CLCA Vision Statement
The California Landscape 
Contractors Association 
members will be recognized by 
the public as the best qualified 
professionals of the landscape 
industry.

About Us

Newsletter Advertising Rates
Rates per year (10 issues)
Size of Ad	 Members	 Non-Members
Business Card 	 $450 	 $600
1/4  (4.5” x 3.25”) 	 $700 	 $850
1/2 (4.5” x 7”) 	 $1300 	 $1450
Full page 	 $2600 	 $2750
Insert (1x)* 	 $300 	 $450
*Advertiser to supply 350 copies of insert.
Contracts and payments should be 
mailed to:

Laurie Reily, Treasurer
6749 E. Zayante Rd.
Felton, CA 95018

Phone: (831) 212-8944
Payable to: CLCA Central Coast Chapter


